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Central School Te Kura Waenga o  
Ngamotu Tamariki (aged 5-10 years) share their 

thanks for establishing their maara in  
New Plymouth.  
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To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am pleased to provide this letter of support for Rautāpatu Foundation and their ongoing work advancing Te Taiao 
through whānau-led, place-based approaches to environmental stewardship, enterprise development, and 
community resilience. I write in my capacity as Co-Director of the Circular Economy in Business Research Centre 
at the University of Auckland Business School, and based on a sustained relationship of collaboration, shared 
learning, and co-design with Rautāpatu Foundation. 

Rautāpatu Foundation’s work aligns closely with the research at the core of our Centre, which focuses on 
sustainable and circular bioeconomy development and locally grounded pathways to regeneration and nature-
positive business. Through wānanga and ongoing collaborative engagements, I have come to know Rautāpatu as a 
highly professional organisation that combines strong governance, project management skills and operational 
capability with deep accountability to whānau, whenua, and kaupapa Māori values. Their way of working is 
thoughtful, deliberate, and consistently oriented toward long-term social, cultural, and environmental wellbeing. 

Rautāpatu Foundation demonstrates strong capability in convening and coordinating diverse stakeholders and in 
navigating the complexity inherent in kaupapa Māori-led development. Their trusted partner network—including 
Parakore, The Bioeconomy Science Institute at AgResearch, Climate Connect Aotearoa, and Āmiomio Aotearoa 
and The University of Auckland Business—reflects both the credibility they hold across research centres and their 
ability to build enduring, values-based relationships. 

A particular strength of Rautāpatu’s work is their focus on strengthening whānau agency, developing commercially 
viable kai systems, and exploring harakeke fibre industries as pathways to restoring whenua, supporting economic 
participation, and building intergenerational resilience. This integrated approach reflects not only best practice but 
also leading-edge knowledge transfer in circular economy and regenerative development, where environmental 
care, cultural integrity, and economic viability are advanced together. 

Based on my experience working alongside Rautāpatu Foundation, I have deep respect for both the organisation 
and the people who bring this work to life. Our partnership has been professionally enriching and personally 
meaningful, and it has been a genuine highlight of my work this year. I have full confidence in Rautāpatu 
Foundation’s integrity, capability, and continued contribution to whānau-led, regenerative development in 
Aotearoa New Zealand. 

 
Sincerely,   

 

Dr Julia Fehrer 
Associate Professor of Innovation and Strategy 
Co-Director, Circular Economy in Business Research Beacon 

T   021 252 2894 
A  Sir Owen G Glenn Building, Room 389  
P  12 Grafton Road, Auckland CBD, Auckland 1010 

https://www.auckland.ac.nz/en/business/our-research/research-beacon/circular-economy-business.html


 



 



“My involvement with Rautāpatu Foundation has been grounded in respectful kōrero and a 

commitment to kaupapa Māori values. I’ve appreciated the way they engage with openness, care, 

and a willingness to listen, always with an intention to centre whānau, community, and Te Taiao in 

their thinking. As my engagement with them grows, their emphasis on partnership, learning, and 

community wellbeing comes through clearly, and I wish them every success as they continue to grow 

and develop their mahi.” 

Awhina Cameron 

Chief Executive Officer 

Tū Tama Wāhine o Taranaki  

 

“As CEO of Manawa Honey, I have had the privilege of meeting with Rautāpatu Foundation in 2023, 

and I attended and presented at their inspiring Tribal Summit for a Circular Economy (2024). Our 

emerging relationship has been a powerful experience rooted in shared 

values of sustainability, innovation, and community empowerment all 

deeply connected to the spirit and aspirations of us here in Ruatahuna. 

  
Rautāpatu Foundation’s approach to elevating indigenous knowledge 

within forward-thinking frameworks truly resonates with our kaupapa at 
Manawa Honey. Their commitment to nurturing meaningful 

partnerships, sharing ideas, and working collectively to support whānau 
and environmental wellbeing is evident in everything they do. 

  
Being part of the Rautāpatu Summit allowed us to explore unique 

synergies between indigenous wisdom and circular economy principles, 
advancing both economic opportunity and ecological responsibility. I 

value our ongoing relationship deeply and look forward to continued shared successes that uplift our 
communities together.”  

  
Brenda Tahi 
CEO, Tuawhenua Trust  
T/A Manawa Honey NZ 



“I have had the privilege of working with Rautāpatu Ltd through the development of the Taranaki Kai 
Systems Strategy, and I strongly support the vision and leadership behind this work.  
 
What stands out is their genuinely indigenous-led, place-based approach, grounded in mātauranga 
Māori and translated into a clear, practical strategy for food systems transformation. Rautāpatu is 
connecting whenua, kai, enterprise and community in ways that challenge conventional models and 
create meaningful, long-term impact. From my perspective, this work has the potential to influence 
not just Taranaki, but how sustainable food systems are reimagined more broadly.” 
   
James Turner 
Senior Scientist & Research Priority Champion 
Research Operations 
Bioeconomy Science Institute: AgResearch Group 

 

 
“It has been an absolute privilege to work alongside Rautāpatu Foundation through my involvement 
with Bry and Glen in the pilot project Te Kāhui Rau (2022–2024), which sat within the National Science 
Challenge: Our Land and Water. Through this kaupapa, Rautāpatu developed their Taiao strategy, 
clearly articulating the aspirations of ngā uri o Ngāti Tāwhirikura for the Taiao while maintaining a 
strong focus on intergenerational wellbeing and future generations. 
  
Our partnership has been grounded in shared values of manaakitanga, whanaungatanga, and mana 
motuhake. In 2023, I was fortunate to be invited to the kaupapa Rangahau workshop series delivered 
through Te Kāhui Rau. This wānanga created a powerful platform for Taranaki descendants to learn 
from esteemed kaupapa Māori researchers, including Professor Leonie Pihama, Professor Linda 
Tuhiwai Smith, and Professor Graham Smith, while also providing space for Taranaki whānau to share 
their own aspirations and contribute to a growing collective knowledge base around Taranaki 
maunga. 
Rautāpatu Foundation leads with integrity, care, and a clear commitment to kaupapa Māori 
approaches that centre people, whenua, and taiao. Their work exemplifies what meaningful, values-
led collaboration can achieve for communities now and into the future. I look forward to seeing the 
future endeavours of the whānau at Rautāpatu”.  
  
Oriwa Tamahou 
Tūhoe, Tainui 
Scientist/Kairangahau Māori Research and Partnerships 



I am pleased to provide this letter of support for Rautāpatu Foundation’s innovative projects as they 

drive implementation of their Te Taiao Strategy through key partnership engagement and whānau-

led innovation. Their work aligns closely with our commitment to sustainable, circular bioeconomy 

development and indigenous enterprise growth. 

Their proven expertise in project design and management, alongside a robust network that includes 

Parakore, The Bioeconomy Science Institute AgResearch, The University of Auckland Business School, 

Climate Connect Aotearoa, and Āmiomio Aotearoa, positions them as community-led change-makers 

in advancing climate-smart innovations rooted in kaupapa Māori values. Their focus on strengthening 

whānau agency, developing commercial kai systems and exploring harakeke fibre industries, to 

restore whenua and whanau resilience exemplifies best 

practice. 

I, enthusiastically endorse them and look forward to 

collaborating and contributing to this critical kaupapa for 

the benefit of whānau and communities of Taranaki”. 

 

E mihi ana, 

Rawinia Leatherby  

(Taranaki Community Member and Whānau Supporter) 

“I had the privilege of supporting  He Kāhui Mano Tribal Summit, in October 2024 through Manaaki, 
and it was a powerful experience to see Rautāpatu Foundation’s kaupapa in action.  The summit 

created a thoughtful and welcoming space where Māori perspectives on circular economy, 
sustainability, and te Taiao were genuinely centred. 

 
As a PhD candidate researching Māori enterprise, I found the kōrero especially valuable.  The 

discussions offered grounded, real-world insights into how kaupapa Māori values, circular economy 
thinking, and Indigenous knowledge can intersect in ways that support both community wellbeing 
and economic futures.  Seeing these ideas brought to life through collective dialogue and practical 
examples deepened my understanding of how Māori-led approaches can shape more regenerative 

and relational economic pathways. 
 

What stood out most was the emphasis on collaboration and shared learning.  The summit felt less 
like a conference and more like a wānanga — a space where people could think together, challenge 

assumptions, and imagine solutions rooted in whānau, whenua, and responsibility to te Taiao.” 
 
Ngā manaaki 
Robina Bedwell 
 
PhD Candidate - Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
School of Business 
Waipapa Taumata Rau | University of Auckland  







"Rautāpatu Foundation demonstrates a clear commitment to creating meaningful, intergenerational 
outcomes by taking deliberate action in the present to enable sustainable opportunities for the future. Its 

approach is strategic and values-led, balancing immediate impact with long-term vision. 
 

Rather than focusing solely on incremental progress, the Foundation is grounded in a strong understanding 
of its identity, history, and purpose. It actively assesses current realities, identifies future possibilities, and 

charts a considered pathway to achieve them, engaging partners and communities throughout the journey. 
 

The initiatives led by Rautāpatu Foundation are designed not only to address immediate needs, but to deliver 
enduring benefits that strengthen capability, resilience, and opportunity across generations."  

 
Brian Cole 
Research Projects Developer | Associate Director – Research 
Research and Enterprise 

Rautāpatu Foundation is leading a deeply important shift for Taranaki and Aotearoa. I’m inspired by 

their commitment to building holistic, sustainable, and prosperous futures grounded in Taranaki 

Māori values and aspirations. I’ve seen how Rautāpatu empowers whānau and hapū to lead their 

own solutions, grounding innovation in applied tikanga so progress never comes at the cost of 

identity. 

The Foundation’s success to date is a tribute to great leadership. For more than two decades, Glen 

Skipper has worked tirelessly—often behind the scenes—combining deep thinking and visionary 

leadership with an uncommon level of practical hard work. It’s rare to find someone who can dream 

big and then roll up their sleeves, and lead in the physical realm of māra kai season after season, year 

after year, to make those dreams real. 

Alongside Glen, Bry Kopu brings sharp savviness and a global outlook that ensures Rautāpatu is 

locally grounded yet internationally relevant—and potentially world-leading. Her ability to navigate 

complex spaces with confidence and foresight adds incredible strength to the vision for our future. 

I’m proud to support Rautāpatu in their endeavours. I believe my mokopuna will thank me for doing 

what I can to support this powerful and transformative kaupapa. 

Mauri ora ki Rautāpatu, mauri ora ki te taiao, mauri ora ki te tangata. 

Dr Will Edwards 

(Taranaki Māori community leader) 

Head of Māori Partnerships Ara Ake (New Zealand’s Energy Centre) 



 



 



 





I’m honoured to be part 
of this kaupapa because 

it aligns with my 
passions, and being 

closer to our whānau 
networks. 

 

Te Raumahora Hema 

 


