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Te Runanganui o Te Ati Awa
ki te Upoko o te lka a Maui Inc

19 December 2025

To whom it may concern

RE: Letter of Support for Rautapatu & Glen Skipper

Téna koutou katoa,

| write in my capacity as Chair of Te Rinanganui o Te Ati Awa ki te Upoko o te Ika a Maui Inc to
formally acknowledge and endorse the work of Rautapatu, and in particular the contribution of
Glen Skipper, in supporting the revitalisation of customary Maori food practices.

Over the past year, Te Ati Awa has benefited from Rautapatu’s guidance and practical support in
the re-establishment of maara kai, with a specific focus on kimara cultivation. This mahi aligns
strongly with our iwi aspirations to revitalise te reo Maori me ona tikanga, to reassert ancestral
relationships with the taiao, and to bring inherited matauranga into contemporary practice.

Of particular significance is the support provided to me personally in the establishment of my
maara project, undertaken in accordance with the ritual and seasonal framework of Te Matamata
o Tau. This approach grounded the work not only in practical cultivation methods, but also in the
correct cultural, spiritual, and environmental observances that uphold tikanga Maori. Glen’s
guidance ensured that the project was carried out with integrity, respect, and a deep understanding
of the interrelationship between people, whenua, atua, and kai.

Through this mahi, inherited kdrero and matauranga have begun to be translated into lived practice,
reconnecting whanau to traditional food-growing systems and reaffirming the importance of
observing tohu, maramataka, and ritual processes as part of maara kai. While this journey remains
in its early stages, Rautapatu’s contribution has been instrumental in enabling Te Ati Awa to
proceed with confidence, cultural safety, and authenticity.

Te Runanganui o Te Ati Awa ki te Upoko o te Ika a Maui Inc
61a Guthrie Street Waiwhetu | PO Box 36-111, Te Puni Mail Centre, Lower Hutt
Mob: +64 21 490 673 | Ph: 04 566 8214 | Fax: 04 560 3278 |
Email: kura.moeahu@atiawa.com | Website: www.atiawa.com



We view this work as a meaningful investment in rebuilding customary maara kai practices,
strengthening relationships within our iwi, and advancing food sovereignty for current and future
generations.

On behalf of Te Rinanganui o Te Ati Awa ki te Upoko o te Ika a Maui Inc, | am pleased to formally
acknowledge and endorse Rautapatu and the valuable mahi they continue to undertake in service
of iwi, hapu, and whanau.

Naku iti nei

K Usea A

na KT Moeahu
Chair
Te Runanganui o Te Ati Awa ki te Upoko o te Ika a Maui Inc
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16 o Tihema 2025

Tari Matua
Glen Skipper 38 Rose Street, Somerfield,
Taranaki Christchurch 8024, New Zealand

WWW.Ndiqa.co.nz

Kei te tuakana e Glen, ténd ano taua

E mihi ana i nga ahuata nga o Te Kahui Matiti e taki ana te ara ki te makohakohanga o te

tau o Rehua e td nei. Tahia te po ki tua, nau mai te ao ki a tatau.

It is my pleasure to write this letter to support the Rautapatu Trust and the work of Glen
Skipper. Our company, Naia Limited based in Christchurch and Hamilton, and the
wananga of Tai-o-Rongo, based at Ruapehu, and regional wananga, of Puanganui-o-te-
rangi that supports Taranaki, Whanganui, Rangitikei and Te Whanganui-a-Tarag, express

our tautoko without reservation for Rautapatu.

We have collectively been fortunate to be supported by Glen and his efforts to guide
people around the country with the return to mara kai. Glen has hosted our various
wananga and shared his knowledge of kimara to help us connect practice to ceremony.

By doing this, it rekindles our tapuna knowledge of circular economy and manifests food

sovereignty.
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Glen has supported us in growing kimara. He has hosted us to run ceremonies and has
attended our wananga in the spirit of reciprostiy. He also provided the kimara for the
offering in the whakahere at the 2025 National Matariki broadcast held at Karioi (Mt

Ruapehu).

If you have any questions about the work of Glen and Rautapatu Trust, | am happy to

answer your patai
Kati ake me ngd mihi o te wa.

Naku noa nei, na

Che Wilson

Taimua of Puanganui-o-te-rangi

Taimua of Tai-o-rongo
Director — NAIA Limited.
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Te Kura Kaupapa Maori O Mana Tamariki
165 Te Tiriti o Kerei

Te Papaioea 4410

(06) 356 4383
tari@manatamariki.school.nz

18/12/2025

Téna koutou, otira téna tatou katoa.

| write in my capacity as Tumuaki of Mana Tamariki to formally and unequivocally endorse the work of
Rautapatu Trust, and in particular the leadership and contribution of trustees Glen Skipper and
Ngataiharuru Taepa.

Approximately three years ago, Rautapatu Trust entered into kdrero with Mana Tamariki regarding food
sovereignty and the substantial educational opportunities embedded in the cultivation of our own kai, with
a particular emphasis on kiimara. Following a professional learning wananga involving Mana Tamariki
staff, Glen Skipper, and Ngataiharuru Taepa, it was collectively agreed that the establishment of a mara
kiimara would become a foundational and enduring component of our kura’s teaching and learning
programme.

Through this collaboration, it became evident that all curriculum learning areas could be meaningfully and
authentically integrated within what we now refer to as Te Kura Wananga o te Kimara — a customary
Maori learning framework grounded in matauranga Maori, tikanga Maori, and the cultural practices
associated with kiimara cultivation. This framework supports holistic learning, intergenerational
knowledge transmission, and place-based education aligned with Aho Matua principles.

In 2023, Glen Skipper and Ngataiharuru Taepa were invited to establish a tapapa (kiimara seed bed) at
Mana Tamariki and to provide ongoing specialist guidance. Their contribution has extended well beyond
technical expertise, supporting our kaiako and akonga to engage deeply with the ecological, cultural,
historical, and spiritual dimensions of Te Mara Kiimara through a Maori worldview.

Since its establishment, this kaupapa has delivered sustained and measurable benefits. Learning
continues to deepen each growing season, with tamariki from kdhanga through to wharekura actively
participating in a coherent, scaffolded programme of learning. A number of waiata have been specifically
composed to support this kaupapa. One of these was performed by junior students at the recent Mana
Kuratahi National Kapa Haka Competition in Tauranga with the aim of further embedding cultural
knowledge and reinforcing collective responsibility and identity.

Now in our third growing season, and following two successful harvests, Mana Tamariki has achieved a
significant milestone: the ability to generate tupu (new kiimara plants) from the previous season’s crop.
This outcome represents a tangible step toward self-sustainability and demonstrates the effectiveness of
the kaupapa in building long-term capability, resilience, and food sovereignty within our kura community.

The work of Rautapatu Trust, and Glen Skipper’s leadership in particular, has been instrumental in
delivering authentic, high-quality learning experiences that reconnect tamariki to Papatianuku in
meaningful and practical ways. This kaupapa provides a proven model of how matauranga Maori,



environmental stewardship, and education can be woven together to create enduring outcomes for
current and future generations.

| offer this letter of support without reservation and strongly endorse Rautapatu Trust’s application for
funding. Continued investment in this kaupapa will enable the Trust to further extend its impact,
strengthen community capability, and support kura and whanau to realise long-term aspirations of
sustainability, mana motuhake, and intergenerational wellbeing.

Naku iti nei,

Kaimoni Soutar

Tumuaki | Principal
Mana Tamariki







